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What  b  True  Temperance  ? 

How  shall  we  obtain  it  in  England? 


A  Sermoii  preached  at 
ALL  SAINTS'  CHURCH,  NORTH  PECKHAM, 


by  the  Vicar, 


The  Rev.  W.  J.  J.  CORNEUUS,  M.A.,  B.D. 

dii  TEMPERANCE  SUNDAY, 
NOV.  13th,  1921. 


TEXT  —at.  Luke  xi,  26  :  "  And  the  last  state  of  ih*t 

is  wome  tiiaa  the  first." 


PaUishMl  by  the  United  Kingdmn  T^Bpenunae 
31,  Willowbrook  Boad.  Peokhwn,  S.B.t5. 
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Prie*  THRE-EPENCE. 


.  Reprinted  from  the  Soma  Lomdon  Paisg,  N0vemher\1iB,  1921. 

I  ■ ,     II  _r  I.I    I        '   ■■  « 


AMTI-PROHIBITION 

FROM  THE  PULPIT 


Peckham  Vicar  Condemns  All 
Repressive  Legislation. 


SOBRIETY  BY  INFLUENCE. 

Rev.  W.  J.  J.  Cornelius,  Vicar  of 
AU  Saints',  North  Peckham,  preach- 
inie  cm  Sunday  —  Temperance  Sun- 
day —  dealt  with  drunkenness  and  in- 
temperance in  England,  his  sermon  be- 
ing utterly  condemnatory  of  Prohibition 
as  a  remedial  measure.  Mr.  Cornelius 
put  aside,  as  impossible,  any  restrictive 
legislation  and  advocated  as  the  only  way 
iu  which  success  against  inieniporauee 
wa^  possible,  moral  persuasion  and  the 
education  of  public  opinion,  backed  up 
by  sensible  and  wise  legislation.  The  in- 
culcation of  consistent  and  persistent 
attempts  to  teach  the  principles  of  self- 
reverence,  self-knowledge  and  self-con- 
trol would  in  the  end  prove  the  most 
effective  meiois  of  promoting  true 
temperance  ever  yet  devised.  After 
public  opinion  was  formed,  Mr.  Cornelius 
contended  then  was  the  opportunity  for 
State  legislation  to  help,  bm  not  to  make 
men  and  women  to  he  sober,  without 
going  against  all  their  most  cherished 
pr^udices  and  causing  numbers  to  smart 
under  a  sense  of  rank  injustice  and  im- 
possible oonditions. 

NO  PROHIBITION. 

"  I  have  devoted  a  large  amount  of 
space,^'  Mr.  Cornelius  continued,  "  to  the 
cttnsideratioii  of  the  muchrfidyocated  and 
very  drastic  reform  kiiowii  aS  Inoliibi^ 
Hon.  I  have  been  asked  by  some  present 
to  deal  with  the  subject  for  their  per- 
sonal information,  and  I  am  bound  to 
assert,  after  due  oonsideraiion  of  all  the 
faets,  that  I  entirelv  disagree  witii  iJiis 
measure  as  a  method  of  obtaining  release 
from  our  present  unhappy  drinking 
customs.  To  me.  Prohibition  savours  of 
tke  old  iron  law  of  the  Old  Testament, 
wkioh  without  the  ^lightsst  eomAremise 
'Do  this  aad  ti&^tfhatt  Ur«;ror 
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'  This  is  forbi<lden,  if  you  do  it  you  shall 
die.'  In  all  the  teaching  of  the  New 
Testament  there  is  the  element  of  per- 
suasion and  personal  action  based  on 
conviction  kept  to  the  fore.  '  I  have- 
never  heard  or  read  of  Our  Lord  foic- 
ing  his  views  to  be  accepted  by  anyone. 
Always  He  set  before  men  and  women 
the  higher  law  of  love,  and  whilst  teach- 
ing with  authority,  yet  coerced  no  one- 
to  come  into  line  with  His  ideas  andk 
ideals. 

"  As  Christians,  His  methods  should  be 
those  advocated  and  acted  upon  by  us, 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  mtim*' 

ate  value  a^^d  successful  issues  resulting 
from  their  operation.  Prohibition  in 
our  country  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a 
tremendous  hindrance  to  the  course  of 
true  temperance." 

The  Bishop  of  Southwark  (Dr.  Garbett), 
in  his  hook  on  "The  Church  and 
Modern  Problems/'  stated  that  *'  it  was 
doubtful  if  Prohibition  had  succeeded 
in  the  more  thinly-populated  districts* 
of  the  United  States;  its  chance  of  sue-  • 
cess  in  a  crowded  country  like  our  own 
would  be  small  and  its  evasion  would 
be  so  frequent  that  the  law  would  bo 
brought  into  contempt.  No  Government 
would  survive  for  a  month  if  in  the 
present  state  of  public  opinion  it  placed 
a  no-licence  policy  in  the  forefront  of 
its  programme."  To  this  let  him  add» 
the  preacher  continued,  that  he  was  in 
possession  of  evidence  which  made  it  clear 
that  not  only  in  the  smaller  towns  and 
villages,  but  also  in  the  great  cities,  pro- 
hibition in  the  States  and  elsewhere 
where  it  had  been  made  law,  had  proved 
detrimental  to  the  advancement  of  the 
character  and  general  progress  of  the 
people.  Not  only  had  it  led  to  more 
secret  drinking,  but  to  increased  private 
production  of  alcoholic  liquor  of  a  deadly 
composition,  and  what  was  worse  than 
all,,  increased  consumption  of  body  and 
soul-destroying  drugs.  "  No,  the  solution 
of  our  problem  does  not  lie  that  way,  any 
more  than  you  can  root  out  immoraliTy 
by  a  rigid  enforcement  of  marriage  on 
all  and  sundry." 

AMERICAN  ARCHBISHOP'S  OPINION 

Just  recently  the  speaker  had  received 
a  letter  from  Archbishop  Lloyd,  of 
Chicago,  in  which  he  made  the  follow- 
inpr  remarks:  "Of  course  we  all  recog- 
ai3i^*tfi«  complete  breakdown  of  Prohibi- 
over  herr*«itd  this  i»  acknowledged 


i^ven  by  those  who  were  responsible  for 
its  passage,  the  Methodists,  co-termin- 
•ous  in  a  large  extent  with  the  Anti- 
Saloon  League.  Its  direct  efiects  have 
he&n  to  lessen  respect  for  all  law,  to 
rsubstitute  private  breweries  and  dis- 
•  tilleries  for  the  public  ones,  with  the 
result  that  since  houses  are  often  either 
'One  or  the  other,  children  of  every  age 
are  familiarised  with  how  to  make  it, 
and  how  to  break  the  law.  This  knocks 
on  the  head  the  plea  that  after  a  few 
years  of  prohibition  children  and  young 
people  wiH  grow  away  entirely  from  both 
the  knowledge  and  use  of  intoxicants.  It 
has  increasea  crime  to  an  appalling  ex- 
tent, as  all  our  newspapers  and  publicists 
>  Agree.  Chicago  Gaol  is  fuller  than  ever 
hefore  in  its  history— in  fact,  large  as 
it  is,  it  is  no  longer  able  to  house 
•criminality.  Do  not  let  anyone  from 
here  beguile  you  in  England  into  be- 
lieving that  in  spite  of  the  conditions 
immediately  consequent  on  the 
■'18th  Amendment'  by-and-by  a  gen- 
eration will  grow  up  ignorant  of 
alcohol  and  its  uses  and  abuses.  This 
unhappy  land  is  soaked  in  alcohol  to-day, 
whereas  before  the  18th  Amendment 
came  into  being  it  was  merely  sprinkled 
with  it,  and  in  such  a  way  as  to  in- 
volve some  recognition  of  law  and  observ- 
ance.  Now  all  larw  is  derided  and  defied." 

"A  French  newspaper,"  continues  the 
Archbishop,  '*with  a  Aosdoni  almost  un- 
canny, attributes  a  certain  unspeakably 
brutish  crime  committed  in  San  Fran- 
-ciseo  raeentiy  to  our  Prohibition  Law— 
we  know  there  i  s  no  doubt  of  it/* 
He  proceeds : — A  great  f riend*  of 
mine  has  just  visited  cabaret  after 
cabaret  in  Chicago  by  night  to  see 
for  himself  the  drink  customs  ob- 
taining there  and  he  states,  'Everywhere 
I  found  women  intoxicated,  and  this  up 
^to  3  a.m..  because  they  now  drink  whisky 
iHWotly,  which  before  they  had  not 
hatttdled.  There  is  now  more  intoxica- 
tion in  a  couple  of  ounces  of  whisky 
than  in  a  bottle  of  wine  or  many  bottles 
of  beer.'  The  habitues  of  cabarets  must 
Ho^e  somethiAg  wi«k  a  'kiek'  in  it,  aBd' 
that  something  readiest  to  hand  is 
whisky,  generally  horribly  adulterated 
and  literally  'fire  water.'  The  bestial 
crimes  so  common  here  to-day  are  nearly 
dw  to  tito  oecBsimpt&oa  df  memshuie 
whisky,  which  is  so  largely  manu- 
factured since  the  passing  of  our  Pro- 
hibition r.aw8.  It  is  evident  that  90  per 
oeAt.  of  the  widespread  and  appalling 
onme  <tf  tiie  fiMiateer  to^ay  is  due  to  the 
wanton  and  law-defying  emotions  aroused 
within  those  who  have  been  forbidden 
"^e  natural  use  of  intoxicants  through 
tto  instrumentality  of  a  fanatical  and 
tMmfA  mineii^.  Prbhibitioift  has 
proved  to  be  unworkable,  and  the  18th 
Amendment  is  doomed.  This  nation 
cannot  continue  to  function  under  such 
uM«Im  freasnrei  I  have  suffered  much  in 
■>PiH'  at  ^  tkande  ^f  pKohibitieaiite 


fer  the  stand  I  have  taken  in  my  resolve 
to  tell  the  whole  truth  about  the  matti^r, 
but  I  thank  God  I  took  such  a  sti^ 
and  stm  hold  it."  ^ 

DBlJNSliN  cmLDRBN. 

In  support  of  the  statements  of  the 
Archbishop    r^ardUng    children  Mr: 

Cornelius  quoted  from  a  paragraph  which 
appeared  in  the  "  Daily  Mail "  of  Nov- 
ember 4.  It  was  headed.  "  Drunken  Chil- 
dn^  Boys  and  Girie  Unable  to  Staad  at 
School  Dances."  It  detailed  the  condi- 
tions under  which  the  prohibition  regime 
works  in  Atlantic  City,  U.S.A.  Drunken- 
ness among  boys  and  girls  attending  the 
high  schools  tnere  had  reached  such  a 
pitch  that  ibe  (Jovemment  authorities 
had  opened  a  formal  inquiry  into  the 
matter.  Several  of  the  girls  told  the  in- 
vestigators that  at  a  dance  recently  given 
at  one  of  the  local  schools,  several  boyiL 
were  so  drunk  that  they  were  unable 
stand,  and  roll^  about  on  the  lawn.  A 
mother  told  the  coanmittee  that  at  a  Hal- 
lowe'en party  to  which  she  took  her 
daughter,  several  boys  brought  liquor 
and  soon  became  intoxicated.  Another 
mother  said  that  a  girl,  who  tried  to  get 
out  of  a  motor-car  on  the  sea  front  after 
a  dance,  was  so  drunk  that  she  could  not 
walk.  The  Public  Prosecutor  reports 
that  he  had  received  so  many  complaints 
ot  fighting  among  intoxicated  boys  at 
dances  that  he  had  been  obliged  to  detail 
delegates  to  watch  those  fumstions. 

It  might  well  be  a  matter  of  astonisli- 
ment,  continued  the  preacher,  that  iu  m 
country  that  had  officially  "  gone  dry  '* 
drink  could  be  obtained  even  by  children. 
But  he  had  quoted  the  fact  that  it  was 
privately  made  in  many  homes,  and  in 
addition,  it  was  being  smuggled  in  to 
U.S.A.  by  the  shipload.  Only  a  fortnight 
ago  a  British  whisky  ship  was  captured 
by  Che  U.S.  authorities  with  a  large  nuiit- 
ber  of  cases  of  spirit  aboard.  The  retttuS 
was  the  schooner  "  S.  B.  Young,"  whibh 
had  for  some  time  been  playing  a  game 
of  hide  and  seek  with  the  United  States 
rev«<iue  cutter  off  the  MasMohueettto 
coast.  The  schooner's  log  being  ezamineti 
showed  that  she  had  eluded  the  cutter 
and  that  she  sailed  from  Newfoundland 
for  the  Bahamas  on  September  25  with 
1,000  oases  of  whisky,  7W  of  which  Oka 
had  succeeded  in  disposing  of  at  different 
ports.  New  York  was  to  have  had  the 
other  300  cases  if  seizure  had  not  takoft 
place  by  the  authorities. 


UNPARDONABLE. 

Dr.  Gailor  (Episcopal  Bishop  of  Ten- 
nessee) said  that  the  Dry  Law  of  tiie 
States  was  "  unpardonable."  The  United 
Press  of  San  Freaeiaco,  September  18,  re- 
ported that  a  vigorous  attack  on  the  18th 
Amendment  and  the  Volstead  Act  was 
made  by  Bishop  Gailor  (president  of  the 
Nafteaal  Bitotttive  Council  of  the  Bpis* 


Church),  who  arrived  from  Los 
Aageleo.  At  Salt  Lake  City  he  used  the 
foUowiiif;  words:— "The  amendment  re- 

Kdine  prohibition  should  never  have 
D  placed  in  the  coastitatioit.  It  ift  an 
•fwnight  experiment.  Such  IftWB  as 
these  try  to  legislate  morality  into 
people.  It  can't  be  done-  The  law  just 
diowB  what  a  strongly  organised  minority 
eaa  do.  There  is  trouble  e&oi^h  in  obey- 
ing the  ten  oraamandmrats  Inthont  try- 
ing to  make  an  eleventh  one  of  this.  I 
feel  like  a  law-breaker  every  time  I  ad- 
miniater  the  sacrament  in  my  church." 

In  support  of  tiie  statement  made 
regarding  home  broidng  and  distillin^^ 
Mr.  Cornelius  went  on,  the  "  Times 
American  correspondent,  writing  on 
June  3,  1921.  stated  that  the  Prohibition 
Commissioner  for  the  State  of  Ohio  had. 
reported  that  there  were  50,000  stills 
operating  in  the  State  to-day  as  compared 
with  100  two  years  ago.  Before  the  intro- 
duction of  prohibition*  he  added,  there 
were  not  mimy  more  than  909  breweries 
in  Ohio,  now  the  number  probably  ran 
into  hundreds  of  thousands.  The  police 
of  the  citv  of  Columbus  estimated  that 
one  family  out  of  every  fbur  brews 
Its  bwli  beer,  and  many  women  were 
brewing  for  their  own  family  and  their 
friends  as  well.  Apricots,  raisins,  and 
other  fruits  capable  of  producing^  intoxi- 
cating cordials  were  dealt  with  in  huge 
quantities  in  grooer's  shops,  and  in  some 
oonununities  100  per  cent,  of  the  honies 
contained  apparatus  for  making  distilled 
or  fermented  liquors. 

DISASTBOUS  CONSEQUENCES. 

The  New  Terk  eorrespondent  of  "The 
Times.''  writing  on  June  29,  quoted  a 
speech  made  by  Dr.  W.  Wallace  Fritz, 
of  Philadelphia  (President  of  the  Allied 
Medical  Associations  of  America),  at  their 
nitmufcl  oonvention*  He  declared  that 
the    VolstMd    Enforcement    Act  had 

f roved  a  curse  to  public  and  country, 
t  was.  he  added,  teaching  the  public  to 
drink  secretly,  it  was  causing  gambling 
and  immorality  in  the  homes,  it  was 
bringing  blindness  to  scores,  and  causing 
those  who  used  to  take  a  nightcap  at 
bedtime  to  take  dope.  It  had  caused  a 
large  increase  in  the  sale  of  narcotic 
drugs  and  daily  increases  the  army  of 
dope  fiends.  It  was  making  imbeciles  of 
many,  and  before  long  the  asylums  for 
the  insan^  would  be  overfilled.  It  was 
causing  diseases  of  the  stomach,  liver, 
kidneys,  eyes  and  heart— all  due  to  the 
eonsumption  of  home  brews  containing 
fusel  oil,  wood  alcohol,  (^per  and  other 
deleterious  substances.  He  made  the  fol- 
lowing appcAl "  Are  we  physiciuiB  go- 
ing to  make  a  stand  for  public  health 
nnd  for  our  country,  or  are  we  going  to 
sit  quietly  back  and  suck  our  thumbs? 
We  must  decide  whether  prohibition  and 
home  brew,  or  the  f r6e  nse  of  lig^t  nifies 


and  beer  properly  made  under  Qovera» 

ment  standards,  is  the  greater  eviL" 

The  "New  York  World,"  of  May  10, 
1921,  gave  a  summary  of  the  situation 
under  prohibition.  Mfore  prohibition 
intoxicating  liquors  were  obtainable  in 
saloons,  hotels,  restaurants  and  drug 
stores,  but  since  prohibition  they  have 
been  found  on  sale  in  grocery  stores,  but- 
ohers*  shops,  barbers'  shops*  deU" 
catessens,  tenement  back  lots,  dry  goods' 
stores,  paint  shops,  soda  fountains,  pri- 
vate homes,  and  even  in  a  telephone 
booth.  Certain  former  saloons  and  res- 
taurants still  supplied  them  to  those 
whom  they  know,  A  few  drug  stores 
had  been  caught  selling  without  pres- 
criptions. More  than  3,000  persons,  most 
of  vfhom  were  law-abiding  brfore  pro- 
hibition, cotiid  never  again  answer  in  the 
negative  the  question :  "  Have  you  ever 
been  arrested  '  ?  Police  chiefs  of  smaller 
cities  said  that  their  men  could  not  en- 
force prohibition,  Imt  New  York  City's 
police  chief  said  he  could— with  millions 
of  dollars  and  a  thousand  more  men. 
Men  of  means  who  want  liquor,  and 
drinkers  who  must  have  it,  were  still 
obtaining  it 

IN  CANADA. 

• 

Let  us  glance  at  the  eSeet  of  prohibi- 
tion in  Canada  the  preacher  went  on. 
The  Council  for  Social  Service  of  the 
Church  of  England  in  that  country,  ac- 
cording to  ^e  •'Church  Times,^'  of 
December  10,  1920,  reported  on  their  col- 
lection of  opinions  from  the  various 
dioceses  respecting  the  prohibition 
system.  Prohibition  has  been  law  over; 
a  great  part  of  Canada  for  four  yearB» 
and  that  is  thought  to  be  a  long  enough 
period  to  provide  an  adeq,uate  test  of  the 
efiects  of  the  policy. 

Naturally,  the  reports  and  opinions  are 
widely  divergent.  In  some  places  prom* 
bition  is  declared  to  be  a  gloripug 
success,  in  others  a  dead  failure. 
gather  846  replies  were  received  to  the 
council's  questionnaire,  and  one  oannot 
fail  to  be  struck  with  the  reiterated 
assertion  that  prohibition  has  not 
stopped  drinking,  but  has,  in  fact,  made 
drunkards  worse,  and  increased  ^cr0t 
d  r  inking  among  young  men ;  further, 
gambling  seems  to  be  on  the  increas^ 
Lying,  stealing,  deceit,  evasion  of,  and 
contempt  for,  the  law  are  all  regard^M 
legitimate  means  of  countering  Btote 
interference  with  the  conscience  of  the 
indlTidual.  How  far  the  taking  of  drugs 
as  a  substitute  for  liquor  has  become 
habitual  it  is  difficult  to  say,  but  official 
returns  of  importation  of  drugs  into 
Canada  provide  startling  figures.  In 
1912,  35  ounces  of  cocaine  were  imported 
into  Canada.  Last  year  the  quanti^ 
reached  12,333  ounces.  SimiUrly  44f 
ounces  of  morphine  in  1912  grew  in  191» 
to  30,087  ounces,  and  the  import  of  crude 
•pinm  IneveMed  over  the  -Mm  POM 


from  5»*17  pounds  to  34,2&3  pounds.  A  1 
correspondent  in  Toronto,  Ontario. 
CMada,  says We  have  m  ^tano  to- 
day the  man  who  drinks  perfome,  ink« 
IflBion  and  Tanilla  extracts,  men  have 
lieen  sent  to  gaol  and  fined  heavily,  homes 
have  been  deprived  of  the  breadwinner 
i^auee  they  have  broken  an  unjust 
law." 

PERSONAL  VIEWS. 

Lord  Northclifle  went  to  America  with 
an  open  mind  as  regarded  prohibition, 
tat  af  te;  what  he  saw  and  heard  in  the 
t3littes  and  Canada  he  said  that  "  Prohi- 
bition was  only  another  word  for  subter- 
fuge of  a  humiliating  and  demoralising 
nature,  and  a  great  increase  of  drunken- 
Mss,  crime  and  disease.''  Professor 
Stephen  Leacock,  of  the  McGill  Univer- 
sity, Canada,  said  on  September  26,  1921, 
in  the  "Liverpool  Echo,"  that  when 
America  declared  for  prohibition  it  was 
the  worst  thing  that  country  ever  did. 
It  had  turned  the  people  into  a  nation 
of  spies  and  informers.  It  was  a  ter- 
rible thing,  and  what  was  more,  prohibi- 
tion did  not  work-  He  had  been  very  I 
active  against  it,  and  was  glad  that  he 
had  been  speaking  and  writing  against 
it.  Those  who  had  seen  Dr.  Leacock 
and  who  had  heard  him  speak  would 
value  his  emphatic  words  more  than,  those 
•f  some  of  ue  otiier  actual  eye-witnesses 
•  of  the  effects  of  prohilntfton  whoee  ntter- 
aneee  wera  quoted. 

IN  EUROPE. 

What  had  been  the  effect  of  prohibition 
in  jSussiaP  asked  Mr.  Cornelius.  In  the 
^Bevue  des  Deux  Mondes/'  of  May  15. 
there  was  published  the  diary  of  the 
French  Ambassador  to  Russia  during  the 
war.  I^ated  November  21,  1915,  M. 
tPaleol^e  wrote Has  not  tiie  deprei^ 
sion  among  the  illiterate  peasants  and 
igrtorant  moujiks  an  indirect  and  un- 
conscious cause,  a  cause  purely  physi- 
ological—the  prohibition  of  alcohol  r  One 
oannot  with  impunity  change  by  a 
sudden  act  the  universal  diet  of  a  people. 
The  abuse  of  alcohol  was  indeed  a  danger 
to  the  physical  and  moral  health  of  the 
moujiks;  nevertheless,  vodka  constituted 
important  factor  in  their  nourish- 
ment, the  great  stimulating  food,  a  food 
so  much  the  more  necessary  since  the 
restorative  value  of  the  other  foods  is 
almost  always  inferior  to  their  needs. 
Badly  nourished,  deprived  of  their 
Ikabitual  stimulant,  the  Russian  people 
becomes  more  and  more  sensible  to  de- 
pressing emotions.  Thus  the  great  reform 
^  August*  1914.  so  generous  in  its  in- 
spiration, so  salutary  in  its  first  effects, 
appears  to  be  tnraiiiK  to  the  detriment 
ef  Russia." 

When  we  examined  the  conditionB  in 
Finland,  we  found,  accord  ing  to  the 
"Evening  Standard/'  of  February  28, 
mK  that  iMer  prabibite»  in  the  oit? 


of  Helsingfors  in  1920,  12,307  persons  were 
arrested  tor  public  drunkenness  and  W 
persons  for  otiier  offences  against  the 
Prohibition  law.  Thirty  secret  dis- 
tilleries were  discovered.  If  we  put  the 
population  of  Helsingfors  at  about 
130,000,  it  meant  that  somewhere  abent 
one  in  every  ten  of  the  inhaWtanta  in- 
dulged in  a  drunken  bout,  or  committed 
some  other  ofiouce  against  the  prohimr 
tion  law  in  1920.  ^   ,  -  . 

Prohibition  in  Norway  had  had  a  dises^ 
trons  dieet  on  that  country.    The  Nor- 
wegian  correspondent    of   the    "  Daily 
Telegraph  "  reported  on  October  30,  1920, 
as  follows:— "As  soon  as  it  was  realised 
that  prohibition  meant  more  ttan  a 
passing  measure  necessary  in  order  to 
tide  over  a  few  critical  months  of  war- 
time, there  broke   out  an   epidemic  ot 
I  clandestine  distilling  and  a  frenzied  rush 
commenced  to  secure  ai^  and  every  sort 
of  substitute  for  the  spirits  which  were 
withdrawn  from  the  market.   Now,  when 
people  are  determined  to  get  alcohol,  the 
feat  is  not  difficult,  always  provided  ih&y 
are  not  hypercritical  as  to  the  quality 
ef  the  alcohol.   To  begin  with,  it  is  easF 
enough  to  contrive  a  private  still  which 
will  serve  its  purpose.  '   Despite  all  pro- 
hibitions and  the  attendant  pains  an€ 
pemdties,  drankennesB  had  not  declined; 
on  the  contrary  it  appealed  te  be  dei^ 
nitely  on  the  increase. 

In  Christiania  police  stattsocs  showed 
4,721  more  cases  of  drunkenness  in  IMf 
tiian  in  1918.  Three  towns  showed  hiffher 
statistics  last  year  than  in  1916,  which 
was  a  record  year  for  excessive  drunken- 
ness. At  the  port  of  Dralnmen  there 
were  559  arrests  and  fines  for  druMcm- 
oess  in  1918;  the  total  rose  to  1,783  in 
leii— aa  tnisarease  ot  about  809  per  owit- 

NOEWEGIAN  VIEW. 

I  Perhaps  one  of  the  most  weighty  com- 
mentaries upon  prohibition  in  Norway 
had  been  given  in  a  published  interview 
with  Herr  Miohelsen«  who  was  univer- 
sally  respected  as  a  statesman  of  far- 
sighted  and  independent  views,  and 
'  famous  for  the  leading  part  he  took  in 
conducting  the  extremely  oriticid  nego- 
tiations that  resulted  in  Norway  s 
separation  from  Sweden  in  1905.  He 
described  the  situation  produced  by  the 
prohibition  law  in  the  following  terms 
^'  I  consider  that  the  situation  brougnt 
about  by  prohibition  is  a  mirfortune  tor 
the  country.  It  will  scarcely  promote 
temperance,  and  will  cc^rtainly  nave  a 
demoralising  efiect  in  tar  wider  circles 
thaa  itB  champions  have  ever  dreamt* 
Before  prohU)ition  we  weje  well  on  the 
way  to  becoming  a  sober  people.  Now 
the  whole  is  spoilt,  at  any  rate  for  the 
immediate  future.  I  have  never  seen  so 
much  drunkenness  and  demoralisation  as 
I  in  the  pttst  year.  The  explanation 
appears  to  be  that  drunkards  always 
I  li^w  bew  ts  prsicve  tho  most  wretched 


wibatitutes  of  some  kind,  and  that  even 
people  who  have  hitherto  never  cared 
for  srtrongiy  alcoholic  wines  now  react 
▼Xgeronsly  against  this  useless  and 
demoralising  policy  of  compnlsion.  Pri- 
vate distilling,  smnggling,  bribery,  and 
oth<;r  forms  of  corruption  flourish  as 
mner  More/' 

WHAT  HOME  BISHOPS  THINK. 

As  a  oongregation  of  Christian  people, 
the  preacher  continued,  they  should  wel- 
<?ome  the  statements  of  some  of  their 
Fathers  in  God  on  such  an  important 
change  as  that  which  some  advocated 
with  their  whole  heart  and  soul.  The 
Bishop  of  Eipon,  speaking  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Ripon  Diocesan  Church 
of  England  Temperance  Societv,  as  re- 
parted  in  the  "Guardian  "  of  January  28, 
1921,  said  with  respect  to  the  proposal 
to  enforce  total  abstinence  on  every 
citizen  in  the  country You  have  to 
prove  a  great  deal  to  make  such  a  policy 
possible,  and  the  arguments  which  I 
think  yon  can  use  seem  to  me  to  be  all 
at  the  present  time  highly  disputable. 
People  had  not  yet  reached  anything  like 
agreement  on  the  subject.  So  far  as  I 
«an  see,  there  is  no  passage  in  Ihe  whole 
4)f  the  New  Testament  which  quite  un- 
xoistakeably  and  directly  commends  total 
abstinence,  and  what  is  more,  the  prac- 
tice of  our  Lord  was  of  a  different  kind. 
It  was  a  great  disadvantage  to  endeavour 
t^A^we  a  far-reaching  reform  with  a 
Hftti^  spiritual  case."  Alluding  to  the 
argument  that  even  a  very  small  quan- 
tity of  alcohol  impaired  efficiency,  he  said 
th^  had,  on  the  other  hand,  an  enor- 
n$mm  amount  of  raperience  pi  persons 
who  certainly  were  not  intemperate  in 
the  ordinary  sense  of  the  word,  who  used 
alcoholic  liquors,  and  who  continued  to 
'do  a  great  quantity  of  highly  efficient 
work. 

The  Bishop  of  Durham  (Dr.  Hensley 
Haawn).  as  reported  in  the  "Durham 
^iRnei#,"  of  August,  1921,  when  dealing 
with  the  qnestiim  of  pnrfiibitifm,  nid 
"  Christianity  staiuis  to  loso  by  tkc 
success  of  the  crusade  for  prohibition, 
for  if  the  English  artisan  is  forced  to 
liak  together  in  his  mind  the  profe^ion 
^  Christianity  and  total  afedtmeiid^  he 
will  reject  both/' 

May  I  add  to  this,  added  thepreacher, 
a  word  with  regard  to  the  Bishop  of 
B^pott'a  roference  to  the  New  Testament. 
The  Incarnate  Son  of  Ood  took  th^wl&e, 
"  which  maketh  j?lad  the  heart  of  man,'' 
and  used  it  in  the  establishment  ef  a 
aaerament  of  such  importance  that 
Mtistiaas  of  aU  time  are  bidden  to  cele- 
ume  it  with  such  means  until  the  So^Md 
Advent.  In  America  to-day  thl^te  Is  a 
likelihood  of  a  great  difficulty  being 
raiaed  through  orohibition  of  obtaining 
wine  eMir  tor  anch  a  sacred  purpose  as 
that  of  celebrating  the  Holy  Comiuimion. 
A  BiU  haa  bwa  wtwdnagi  iM#«b  MM* 


Legislature  in  Colerado  which  has  th6 
support  of  the  Women  s  Christian  Tem- 
perance Union,  which  demands  that 
'all  Churches"  should  surrender  the 
use  of  wine  for  sacramental  purposes. 
This  has  very  naturally  roused  great  in- 
dignation in  all  Christian  circles  especi- 
ally as  it  is  impossible  to  celebrate  Holy 
Communion  validly  without  the  use  of 
wine.  Well  might  Cardinal  Qibbons 
says:— "To  me  it  seems  strange  that 
after  2,000  years  people  should  pass  legis- 
lation which  strikes  at  the  very  root  and 
fundamentals  of  the  Christian  i-eligion- 
There  are  20,000  Koman  Catholic  priests 
in  the  United  States  who  every  day  offer 
the  Holy  Sacrifice  of  the  Mass.  How  can 
they  do  this  if  they  cannot  obtain  wine?** 
The  threat  of  the  organiser  of  the 
Methodist  prohibitionists  (George 
Waldron)  was  not  forgotten,  "  The 
Catholics  caniiot  have  wine  for  this  Mass 
business/'  And  Sidney  J.  Catts 
(Governor  of  Florida),  at  the  Anti-Saloon 
League's  National  CJonvention  at  Wash- 
ington, December,  1917,  said  "The  man 
who  rueeds  liquor  for  .his  religion  had 
better  prepare  to  take  his  religion  out  of 
Florida/' 

CHBIST'S  EXAMPLE. 

"Active  promoters  of  prohibition  in 
England  to-day.  Mr.  Cornelius  continued, 
**  will,  if  they  are  wise,  ponder  carefully 
over  such  proposals  and  such  statements, 
lest  restrictions  may  one  day  be  pro- 
posed in  our  own  land,  and  it  be  made 
impossible  to  carry  out  our  Lord's  com- 
mand with  regard  to  the  one  great  ser- 
vice which  He  Himself  instituted.  Nor 
may  Christian  people  evi>r  forget  that 
our  Lord  once  attended  a  marriage  feast, 
and  on  being  told  that  no  wine  was  forth- 
coming, did  not  declare  Himself  a  pro- 
fatbittcmis^  but  actually  converted  a  large 
quanti^  of  water  itfto  wine  for  the  use 
of  the  guests.  Again,  we  cannot  set  aside 
as  without  some  interest  the  fact  that 
St.  Paul  was  no  prohibitionist,  for  in 
Mb  first  letter  to  St  Timothy  he  tdls 
Mm  '  to  drink  no  longer  water,  but  nse 
a  little  wine  for  his  stOGpiaeh'a  wMk»  aad 
his  often  infirmities/  " 

The  first  part  of  the  verse  made  it  clear 
that  Ae  vm  of  wine  wae  not  far  irat^aM 
application,  as  some  had  actually  de- 
clared, but  for  inward  comfort  and 
stimulation.  It  would  be  interesting  to 
know  what  members  of  the  Jewish  race 
woifld  do  in  the  «vent  of  prohibition  iM^ 
coming  law  in  England,  for  Jews  wiH 
never  teetotalers.  "  It  is  absolutely  obli- 
gatory for  an  orthodox  Jew  to  take  wine 
on  the  Sabbath,''  stated  Rev.  Gtfrald 
BfMhjbtot  (Mlniflte*  of  the  Western 
Dtstrict  Synagoguo)  in  February  last, 
when  giving  evidence  in  support  of  sin 
application  before  the  Justices  of  the  6t. 
James'd  Divisioa  of  Westminster  fot  H 
drink  ]ic0^  t4t  tho  BodMr  restaarHnt 
itt  fMow^tlt  Wmim^hH^.  e^m- 


Bel  for  the  applicant,  said  that  it  was 
necessary  that  a  Kosher  restaurant 
should  be  in  a  position  to  supply  patrons 
with  Kosher  wine.  That  was  the  drink 
of  the  really  orthodox  Jew,  and  made 
from  grapes,  it  did  not  differ  in  strength 
and  make  from  ordinary  wine.  Pre- 

gared  by  Jews,  no  foreign  element  could 
e  permitted  to  enter  into  it,  and  it  must 
be  used  at  wedding?  ceremonies  and  as  a 
beverage  at  other  times/'  The  minister 
added  that  he  had  never  heard  of  a  Jew 
being  drunk,  nor  of  a  temperance  society 
in  connection  with  the  ,  Jewish  Church. 
"We  believe  the  Almighty  has  ^iven  us 
the  good  things  to  enjoy  and  not  to 
abuse,"  he  remarked. 

I  have  spent  some  time,  Mr.  Cornelius 
added,  in  settini,'  before  you  many  facts 
and  opinions  respecting  prohibition  as  it 
is  being  enforced,  or  rather  as  it  is  be- 
ing evaded,  in  other  lands  at  the  present 
time.  Prohibition  is,  I  am  convinced, 
the  one  way  not  to  help  Eng:laiid  to  free 
herself  from  drunkenness  and  iutemper- 
anoe.  It  may  be  able  to  help  in  casting 
one  devil  out  of  our  land,  but  the  evi- 
dence adduced  shows  that  it  nearly 
always  aids  the  introduction  of  seven  or 
more  others.  Let  us  look  at  our  Lord's 
story  from  which  our  text  is  taken.  An 
unclean  spirit,  let  us  call  it  intemperance, 
is  cast  out  of  a  man.  He  walks  through 
dry  phices,  where  prohibition  obtains, 
seeking  rest.  Not  being  able  to  find  it. 
he  wishes  to  return  to  his  former  condi- 
tions, and  he  finds  that  that  has  been 
made  impossible.  He  despairs,  is  angry 
and  abandoned,  and  carinj;  for  no  res- 
traint, he  takes  to  him  seven  other  spirits 
more  wicked  than  himself.  They  cannot 
change  the  emptiness  or  the  uncomfort- 
able state  of  the  house,  but  they  live  on 
in  misery,  practising  all  kinds  of  sin 
and  evil,  so  that  the  last  state  of  the 
man  principally  concerned  is  worse  than 
when  he  was  possessed  of  the  one  imclean 
spirit. 

It  is  a  peculiar  story,  but  I  think  one 
which  would  have  special  application  to 
the  case  of  English  people,  used  to  liberty, 
used  to  freedom,  used  to  being  trusted, 
were  prohibition  thrust  upon  them  with 
all  its  galling  chains  and  grievous 
bondage.  ''No,"  as  Bishop  Garbett 
wwely  says:— ''Its  chance  of  success  in 
a  crowded  country  like  our  own  would 
be  small;  and  its  evasion  would  be  so 
frequent  that  the  law  would  be  brought 
into  contraEipt."  In  a  word  we  should 
cast  out  one  devil  and  introduce  many 
others  far  more  degrading  and  more 
wicked,  if  possible,  than  the  one  we 
already  have  in  our  midst. 

INDIVIDUAL  CHOICE. 
Total  abstinence  was  excellent,  but  it 
must  be  the  result  of  individual  choice^ 
baaed  on  cool  calculation  and  mature 
reflection,  undertaken  for  the  force  of 
the  example  such  action  presented  to  the 
weaker  brethren.  "  It  is  gopd,"  i»aid  St. 


Paul,  writing  to  the  Roman  assembly, 
"  neither  to  eat  flesh,  nor  drink  wine,  nor 
an^lhinj^  whereby  thy  brother  stumbl^th,. 
or  is  offended,  or  is  made  weak/'  Vhe- 

Apostle  wa-s  always  out  to  condemn 
excess,  whether  it  was  gluttony  or 
drunkenness  or  any  other  evil,  yet  on 
the  other  hand,  he  taught  and  praotiMii 
freedom  and  liberty  in  all  matters.  "May 
I  add  a  few  words  of  warning  to  tee- 
totalers with  regard  to  some  of  the  con- 
coctions being  resorted  to  in  the  place  of 
strong  drink.  A  new  beverage  has  been 
discovered  by  the  Sugar  College  of  Cuba, 
according  to  an  article  in  the  *  Evening 
News  '  of  July  2(i,  1921.  Scientists  of  the 
college— which  is  endowed  by  the  Govern 
ment — declare  that  this  new  drink  does- 
not  contain  a  drop  of  alcohol,  nor  any 
substance  that  would  prevent  it  front 
obtaining  favour  from  prohibition  law.. 
It  is  made  of  sugar,  but  its  wildly  im- 
toxicatinp:  properties  depend  upon  a 
secret  chemical  transformation.  It  is 
neither  beer  nor  whisky,  and  contains 
no  'dope,'  but  a  drop  of  it  makes  a 

Eerson  '  frisky,^  and  a  spoonful  will  malte* 
im  drunk.'* 

Again,  the  "Bolton  Evening  News"* 
issued  a  warning  in  its  issue  of  July  11, 
1921,  'against  what  was  becoming  quite- 
a  favourite  drink  in  England.  ''Palestine- 
*^bf'rs/  it  said,  ''were  flic  principal  in- 
gredient  in  a  decoction  known  as  'bee 
wine,'  which  had  led  countless  teetotal 
people  along  an  alcoholic  path  contrary 
to  all  their  principles  and  professions.*^ 
People  in  thousands  of  homes  were  in 
the  habit  of  drinking  bee  wine  ** 
ignorant  of  the  fact  that  a  glass  of  this 
old-fashioned  h<mLe-made  beverage  coi^ 
tained  more  alcohol  than  a  s^aes  of  beer. 
The  habit  had  become  so  general  that 
Dr.  W.  J.  Lewis  (medical  officer  to  the 
Pontardawe  Council)  issued  a  warning 
against  ito  use.  fie  described  it  as 
"  home  •  made  alcohol."  DomeBfie 
breweries,  he  said,  were  to  be  seen  as- 
often  in  professed  teetotalers'  houses  as 
in  other  houses.  The  fact  that  it  could 
be  produced  in  unlimited  quaatitiee  at 
home,  and  was  sweet  and  liked  by  womeja 
and  children,  was  sufScient  indication  of 
possible  dangers.  Three  men  were 
charged  at  the  Lambeth  Police  Court  last 
week  with  being  drunk  and  disorderly  at 
the  Elephant  and  Castle,  and  thev  en* 
phaticauy  declared  that  it  was  aue  to^ 
some  "  bee "  wine  they  had  consiuned. 

Let  totel  abstainers  be  mrfectly  honest 
in  their  practices,  and  if  uey  give  mp  all 
strong  drink  on  the  ground  of  expedi- 
ency and  for  force  of  example,  be  very  - 
careful  to  adhere  resolute^  to  their 
pledge,  and  not  dabble  with  an^  liquor- 
which  was  of  questionable  punty,  and 
which  might  contain  much  that  was  evil 
and  harmful  to  themselves  and  others. 

TRUE  TEMPERANCE. 

Let  me,  said  the  vicar,  briefly  outline- 
some  of  the  ways  in  which  I  b^liave  we- 
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can  work  for  ti  ne  temperance,  the  self- 
oratrol  of  the  Bible.  We  are  out  to 
improve  the  habits  of  the  people,  so  that 
a  high  and  noble  eharacter  will  be 
formed*  And  m  we  are  all  influenced 
hj  mr  ei&Tiroament,  governed  in  a  lai^e 
^Bfree  hj  the  laws  and  cnstomB  of  our 
oonntry»  w»  mnet  make  up  our  minds  as 
to  what  we  are  willing  to  advocate  and 
to  back  up  with  regard  to  the  Licensing 
laws  of  our  land.  Bad  legislation  in  this 
respect  leads  to  increased  intemperance; 
good  legislation  restrains  and  leBsene  it 
The  Beer  Aot  of  1830.  which  allowed  any 
ratepayer  to  open  a  beer  shogi^  was  a 
disaster  in  the  history  of  Bngland.  "The 
New  Beer  Bill,"  wrote  Sydney  Smith,  a 
fortnight  after  it  became  law,  "has 
begun  its  operations :  everybody  is 
drunk:  those  who  are  not  singing  are 
sprawling :  the  sovereign  people  are  in  a 
beastly  state."  These  are  telling  words 
and  prove  how  eSective  unlimited  licences 
act  m  a  bad  sense.  But,  that  legisla- 
tion, when  rightly  framed  with  due  re- 
gard to  the  increased   sobriety  of  the 

Eeople,  has  a  beneficial  efiect  is  evidenced 
V  the  results  of  the  spirit  duty  of  the 
Budget  of  1909.  which  reduced  the  con- 
sumption of  spirits  by  no  less  than  ten 
millions  of  gulons  in  a  year,  and  this 
had  a  further  result  in  the  decrease  of 
the  number  of  cases  brought  before  the 
Courts  for  drunkenness  in  England  and 
Scotland.  'From  this  we  maintain  that 
Parliament  has  an  important  part  to 
play  in  the  work  of  tomperance. 

Another  important  temperance  move 
ean  be  made  by  a  great  reduction  in  the 
number  of  licensed  houses,  by  shutting 
up  those  with  bad  records  and  leaving 
only  those  with  a  clean  sheet.  Such 
reduction,  it  will  be  remembered,  was 
one  of  the  bases  on  which  Mr.  Balfour's 
Act  of  1904  was  founded.  We  may  not 
now  discuss  the  matter  of  compensation 
in  this  connection,  for  that  is  outside 
our  province.  Nor  may  we  hope  to  deal 
exhaustively  with  question  regarding 
olubs,  for  these  again  are  good  or  bad, 
And  what  is  deplorable  is  the  inability  to 
seeure  a  clear  oonviction  aeainst  the  club 
of  evil  tosdcnoies  and  bad  managnmeafc 
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Undoubtedly  the  provision  of  better 
housing,  bettor  factories  and  Workshops, 
the  giving  of  well-anthenticated  fisoto 
and  figures  in  the  way  of  education  aad 
the  restriction  of  hours  of  opening,  m- 
well  as  the  encouragement  of  good  amnse- 
ment  and  recreation,  all  will  bear  their 
part  ih  the  solution  of  what  is  one  of 
the  most  difficult,  because  so  complex, 
problems  ever  presented  to  legislation 
and  people  in  our  land.  '  A  perusal  of 
the  repcurto  of  Brewster  Sessions  from  idl 
parts  of  the  country  clearly  iUiisibatea 
that  as  an  aid  to  true  temperance,  the 
idea  of  public-house  reform  is  steadilj 
gaining  ground. 

I  yield  to  no  one  in  my  desire  for  the 
propagation  of  a  policy  whicji  shldl  he 
wise  and  well-considered  in  every  way 
and  which  shall  lead  consistently  towards 
iJie  goal  of  true  temperance  and  the  sup- 
pression of  the  disgraoefnl  dmnfcenness 
which  has  in  the  pakt  marred  the  beauty 
of  our  national  life,  while  at  the  same 
time  I  am  anxious  not  to  destroy  anyone's 
liberty  and  freedom  of  personal  action. 
God  did  not  intend  us  to  be  mere  auto* 
matons,  or  machines  to  be  wound  up  and 
bound  to  certain  fixed  conditions.  He 
intended  us  to  be  rational  beings,  and 
for  this  He  gave  us  the  endowments  of 
free  will*  and  power  of  choice,  and  in- 
teUigenoe  to  choose  the  good  and  resist 

the  evil- 
Many  will  urge  that  such  reasoning 

will  not  in  any  way  further  the  .cause 
which  demands  the  support,  active  and 
urgent,  of  all,  and  which  all  right  think- 
ing and  serious  people  have  at  heart,  but 
temperance  reform,  if  it  is  to  be  lasting 
and  really  progressive,  in  ue  best 
intereste  of  ihe  people  generally,  must 
move  slowly  and  deliberately,  no  new 
step  being  taken  until  the  past  has  bes« 
well  tried  and  proved  of  what  sort  it  IS# 
And  the  right  and  proper  line  throufh- 
out  is  'to  stir  up  the  public  oonsoienoe 
to  well  consider  and  then  act  on 
serious  matter,  which  afiects  the  well- 
being  of  our  nation  and  P»Pf*!.  ■fS 
iudgments,  ill-considered  legiBlatiom 
iindue  haste,  will  cause  it  to  beoome  teue 
in  the  words  of  our  text,  that  the  isst 
stoto  of  that  man  is  worse  m^u 
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